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Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario
Suggested Activities for Middle and High School Students
Teachers in the Facing History network have found a number of ways to engage middle and high school students in the book, Enrique’s Journey (2006), by Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, Sonia Nazario.  The book’s true story of a Honduran boy’s dangerous journey to find his mother in the US has had a powerful impact on students. Whether reading only excerpts or the full book, Enrique’s Journey has resonated strongly with students whose families have experienced immigration in one context or another.  Teachers also have remarked that Enrique’s Journey sparked many formerly reluctant readers to read a whole book for the first time.
Sonia Nazario will speak in Cleveland on March 26, 2009 at Lakewood High School, prior to her presentation at Facing History’s Community Conversation Series event at Wasmer Auditorium of the Lakewood Hospital.  Please contact Jill Penate or your Program Associate if you are interested in either borrowing copies of the book or having your students travel to Lakewood High School to share in her visit to Lakewood High School during the school day on March 26.  Only a limited number of seats are available with permission of Lakewood High School.  Anyone attending the Community Conversation event at the Wasmer Auditorium at Lakewood Hospital must RSVP online, where responses will be accepted on a first come, first served basis.

Facing History Themes Connected to the Book
· Immigration and Culture
· History of immigration in the U.S.
· concepts of assimilation, acculturation

· considering relationships between immigration, economics, and labor market/policy
· anti-immigration conflicts and nativism

· patterns of immigration in 20th century
· identity (i.e. in light of newcomers’ fused cultural backgrounds that are influenced by more than one nation or culture, can be considered in comparison to W.E.B. DuBois’ concept of “double consciousness”)
· Immigrants and identity
· journeys undertaken by different groups

· rationale (“push” and “pull”)

· interviewing and oral history

· gender issues (spotlight on women and children)
· History of Central America

· significance of geography, economic resources, and government upon relations of central American nations and their relations with the United States

· cross-cultural influences that accompany migration, immigration, and/or globalization

· Journalism and Narrative
· Character development and the concept of “character traits”

· Point of view and the role of the narrator
· Voice 

· Interview-based research for non-fiction writing
Suggested Classroom Activities

See FH Staff for related materials.
· Personal Journey Map
In Enrique’s Journey numerous physical and psychological obstacles are encountered by Enrique. They are all opportunities for him to learn about himself and the world around him. Along the way, there are people and events that cause him to change in both positive and negative ways.  Students can consider the positive or negative impacts of particular challenges faced by Enrique and consider their own experiences with the metaphor of “journeys”.  (i.e. What journeys have you taken in the last three years of your life, and how would you represent it? Where you have been and how did you responded to your world?  How would you represent the form of your journey (peaks and valleys? etc.)  Students may also create a map that illustrates Enrique’s own journey.
· Viewpoints on Immigration and Assimilation
In the context of studying the history of immigration and/or identity, use adaptations of Facing History strategies to engage students in thinking critically about relationships between immigrants and their new country.  Activities include prompts for writing and discussion (i.e. considering two metaphors for immigration in the 20th century U.S.:  “melting pot” and “salad bar,” etc.)  Recommended readings on immigration in current contexts may inform your students’ discussion and reflection on the topic (i.e. Mexicans in the US, Muslims in Europe, illegal immigration in the U.S.) The readings reflect a range of viewpoints; students can consider the value of evaluating sources of information when assessing an author’s argument.  Teachers may plan to use the topic of immigration to help students discuss controversial subjects in effective and respectful ways that avoid polarization.  Writing prompts ask students to identify a position based on the readings, empathize with challenges faced by newcomers, consider immigration and acculturation in terms of schooling, and consider the frequency of cross-cultural experiences in the global era.
· Upstanders
Consider the tools and actions used by people to help migrants face challenges of finding food and safe lodging, as discussed in Chapter 4, “Gifts and Faith,” and referenced on Nazario’s website on the book (The Response to the Book).  Examine the reasons for helping migrants that local church leaders and other community members gave.  Ask students to consider why they think Sonia Nazario included this information in Enrique’s Journey.  
· Character Analysis
Select adjectives/traits that best describe Enrique at the beginning, middle, and end of his journey. A character analysis chart helps students think critically about Enrique’s character over the course of the book as they select evidence (quotes) from the story to support their ideas and also explain their choices.

· Character Relationship Tree
Examine each of Enrique’s significant relationships (mother, sister, grandmother, father, friends in Honduras, other migrants on train, police, people in Veracruz, patero, girlfriend, daughter, friends in US, co-workers, stepfather, stepsister).  Create a “family tree” that clearly illustrates the relationships between the protagonist (main character) and the subordinate characters.
What other teachers had their students read…
Contact your Program Associate or Jill Penate for assistance with these resources.
· Excerpts ranging from 2 to 12 pages each published as the original LA Times series which won the Pulitzer Prize 
· Whole LA Times series (approximately 50 pages)

· Whole book:  Please note that the inspiring book also includes difficult subjects, such as Enrique’s struggle with drugs and alcohol, and the danger of rape, gang violence, and other dangers faced by many other migrants.
· Book excerpts
· Prologue, pp. ix-xxvi (overview)

· Chapter 1, “The Boy Left Behind.”  Excerpt pp. 3-29. (describes struggle of mother and children during their separation, setting up why Enrique decides to go find his mother)
· Chapter 4, “Gifts and Faith.”  Excerpt pp. 101-21.
· “Immigration Nation” in Afterword, pp. 251-60.
· Three-page excerpts representing the beginning, middle, and end of the story selected from the above
·  Related resources:  
· Color photos and captions in the book (16 plates at p. 162), from the online LA Times gallery, and/or the book’s website

· News articles on the book or related topics
· Map of Enrique’s journey from Tegucigalpa, Honduras to Laredo, Texas, pp. 6-7.
Free online resources about Enrique’s Journey and Sonia Nazario

· Official Book Site.  
http://www.enriquesjourney.com/about.html
See links to About the Book, About the Author, and The Response to the Book.

· Photo galleries from LA Times

http://www.latimes.com/news/specials/enrique/la-enrique-gallery-photos,0,3915471.htmlstory?coll=la-nav-specials-enrique
Color journalistic photos with captions.

· NPR Boston affiliate featuring a 2006 interview with Sonia Nazario by Robin Young http://www.here-now.org/shows/2006/03/20060307_2.asp
Need Real Player (free download); first 15 minutes of the broadcast.  Note:  A printed interview with similar content is available online from Mother Jones.
· Video interviews of Sonia, photographer from LA Times, etc. from San Diego public broadcast
http://www.kpbs.org/arts_events/books/enriques_journey
Test video streaming quality prior to classroom use.  The Behind the Scenes link with Nazario also includes a separate 2 min. audio recording of the opening of Enrique’s Journey and the same text in print; students can listen and read along.
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